April 22nd, 2001
Hi Gavin

I received two letters from you – both on the same day (2 days ago)! Your second letter was written on the 9th and postmarked 10th. But the first, written on the 1st was postmarked the 11th! It took a long time. I notice that the envelope had only one stamp on it; perhaps that was the reason. Anyway, good to get your letters. I was saddened to hear about your friend. Really! When this sort of thing happens to you, I feel, to some extent, as though it happens to me as well. 

You certainly seem to have a good vehicle. I don’t think there are many of these in HK. You probably have received my letter about the information I need to transfer funds to your account by e-mail. This will be my birthday present towards your vehicle. I notice you have a loan for the whole amount! Because of the interest, that will cost quite a lot extra. For me, I would always save up and get the amount necessary before buying something. (The only exception would be a house.) I did not want to live in debt as this causes problems if one’s income stops for any reason. This is quite common today, especially in the US which has one of the lowest savings rate in the developed world. It is also, to some extent, a problem in HK with people who have bought flats but have them lost their jobs. Anyway, I’m sure you will enjoy it. But be careful; there are a lot of reckless drivers on the roads (especially young people which is why insurance rates are higher for this group). Also, when you go to the beach, always be careful about rips/undertow which can drag swimmers out to sea. If this happens, one should turn and swim parallel to the beach to get out of the rip (which occur in narrow bands) but in the panic most people don’t do this.

Not much to say about happenings in HK. The spy plane incident is now at a lower key with the return of the crew. The US may not get the plane back though. If the incident had become serious, China stood to lose much more than the US. I mentioned last week about the visit to HK of a group of Wushu people for a tournament. They were staying in the hotel opposite us. Saw just a few seconds of the fighting on TV. They are good and the HK participants did not do very well apparently. But the guys are real ‘Heung Ha Los’! They often came to the gym, not to use the gym itself very much, but to use the sauna and showers. They were using the showers and the floor! to wash their clothes, flooding the place. Then they would place the wet clothes in the dry sauna for them to dry. In this sauna there is a wooden bucket with water to sprinkle onto the hot stones to generate steam. But they would pour all the water onto the heater. The staff then took away the bucket. But as their backgrounds differ from ours, they do not really know how to act in these new situations. 

I started swimming again this past week. On the first day, I though I was swimming fast and well. But after getting dressed, I realised that I had only swum 600 m instead of the 1200 m I though I had done. I normally count by laps (there and back) but this time I was just counting lengths. I have also just finished my Chinese dictionary to replace the one you have seen, But I extended it by including words from other books I use. A lot of work. For the Chinese to English/Pinyin, I tried to make it like a real Chinese dictionary by putting the characters in order of their radicals (those parts of a character used to classify a character). Glad it is finished. 

Heard on the radio that street sleepers in HK are being employed by a Government sub-contractor to clean public toilets for just $7 an hour (US 90 cents). And they have to work 14 hours a day and get no holidays. Talk about exploitation. Emily Lau is taking up the case and is calling for a minimum wage to overcome such kinds of exploitation. Good on her! She is one who fights for the less well off in HK. Others have also called for a minimum wage but the business fraternity has always opposed it. Banks are beginning to bring in charges on accounts now. Those with small accounts will get no interest and will be charged about $40 per month. Again, it is the poorer people who suffer most. There has been a lot of outrage about this. However, most other countries already have similar charges. But, and I believe this is true, in HK the difference between what the rates the banks give us for our money and the rates they charge when loaning it out to others is greater here than in other countries, allowing for larger profits. (They might give us, for example, 3% interest on savings but charge 8% if we get a bank loan. In other countries, the corresponding rates might be, for example, 4% and 6% in which case charges are reasonable.)

Nothing else to report. Summer is not here yet with temperatures in the mid to high 20’s. But with permanent air-conditioning here, hot summers are less noticeable.

Cheers.

Dad
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